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as on the Sea. It is true that we had the advantage
of landing every night; but we were happy if
we found some flat rock on which we could pass
the night. When it rained, the only way of pro-
tecting ourselves was to keep under the overturned
canoe.

We ran still greater hazards on the rivers, espe-
cially in the places where they flow with extreme
rapidity. Then the canoe flies like an arrow; and,
if it happen to touch any of the rocks, which are
very numerous there, it is broken into a thousand
pieces. That misfortune befell some of the people
who were accompanying me in other canoes; and it
was by a special protection of divine goodness that
I did not meet the same fate, for my canoe several
times went up on those rocks, but without receiving
the least injury.

Finally one risks suffering the most cruel torture
from hunger, for the length and difficulty of this
sort of journey permits him to carry only a bag of
Indian corn. It is supposed that hunting will sup-
ply food on the way; but, if there be a lack of game,
one runs the risk of fasting many days. Then the
only resource is to seek a sort of leaf which the
Savages call Kenghessanackh, and the French Zripes de
roches. You would take them for chervil, of which
they have the shape, except that they are much
larger. They are served either boiled or roasted;
in this latter manner I have eaten them, and they
are less distasteful than in the former.

I had not suffered much from hunger when I
reached Lake Huron; but the case was different
with my fellow-travelers, the bad weather having
scattered their canoes, they were not able to join



